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During he eleciions held on 15 May 1945 %o chooze Regional and lunicipal
Counc:iis, there was strong resistanee from the opponents of the presens
regimz In spita of the tervorist methods employed by the govermment.

Since they could not cast a vote for their own candidates, and since
they could net abstein from the elections withoud suifering severe
penaliies, oppositicn was expressed by casting blark ballots. ozt
of these contained derisive phrases covering Stalin and Dimitrov and
the other lsaders of the Commnist Party of Russiz and Bulgaria.

In Kamilski Dol a total of Lil votes were cast. When Gha Pallet  boxes
were opensd, 213 blank ballots were found and only 201 votes for the
Fatherland Front. As a resullt of the resistance in Tamilski Dol during
the elections, 12 persons were ordered arrested.

In Ivailograd the elections wers falsified by rewoving the blark ballots
from the ballot boxes and substituting an equal number of ballots mavked
for the Fatherland Front.
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